
Tire Mounting 
 
For many model car racers the most exciting cars to drive are those with the 
traction magnets removed. Without a traction magnet, however, most cars 
slide so unpredictable it takes an experienced driver just to keep them on 
the track. Replace the stock tires with one of the brands of silicone tires and 
the sliding is far more easily controlled. In fact, the car actually drives like it 
were a full size rather than a fantasy flier. This technique for mounting and 
dismounting model car tires will help avoid tearing the tires and insure that 
they are round and true after they are installed.  
 

 
 
If possible, remove the tires without removing the body but it’s much easier 
with the body off. When you have replaced a few tires you’ll be able to use 
this technique with the body still in place on most cars. To remove the tire, 
gently peel back one edge, then slowly rotate the wheel, gently working the 
tire off as you rotate the wheel about 45 degrees at a time until the tire slips 
free.  
 



 
 
To install a new tire, lubricate inside with saliva or plain water.  
 

 
 
Hold the tire over the wheel so you can hook the inner edge of the tire on 
the bottom edge of the wheel.  
 



 
 
Gently pry the tire up so that the bottom edge gets a firm grip on the wheel, 
then slowly move your fingers around the circumference of the tire to push 
the entire diameter of the tire onto the wheel.  
 

 
 
With the tire on the wheel, you can now concentrate on getting the tire 
seated properly. Slowly rotate the wheel while you gently push the tread of 
the tire forward to force the inside of the tire over the recessed rib around 
the center of the wheel. Wiggle the tire side to side while you rotate the 
wheel until you can see that the tire tread is perfectly flat and that the tire 
does not wobble.  
 



 
 
Place the car or chassis on the track and apply about ¼ throttle so you can 
see the rear wheels rotating to determine if the tires are running true or if 
they are wobbling. Usually, a wobbling tire indicates that part of the tire is 
not seated properly over that raised rib on the wheel. When both tires are 
running true, apply full throttle (or hold the controller trigger down with 
rubber band) and hold a draftsman’s sanding stick (fine sandpaper stuck to 
a stick). While you lower the spinning tire onto the sandpaper to sand off 
any high spots and slightly round the edges. Just touch the tire to the 
sandpaper but hold it in that position. The goal is to have only the high spots 
on the tire touch the sandpaper. Hold the sandpaper so you can true one 
tire at a time.  


